
ODNCUVg

uo+ro

HDIiIT

,{.CO-IO_]C .

ICOII-l r.

.\.lOlItiI ,:',,.

()'l-l tl

3,

g K

https://www.libris.ro/six-of-crows-six-of-crows-1-collector-s-edition-BRT9781510106284--p10804345.html




%-e
'Surcuel Jo peeu

ur retsrlq ,&ro11ad B uerll 1a.ra( e e{rT ssel pa{ool uooru IIry
erIJ 'azer1 -{urrq e ur,l-1s tqSru eql par?eus peq spuEISr retno
s,lbtc aql uo serJauget eql ruo-t; elorus pue tatu,,n a31rq pue
rlsg Jo Ileus eq] qlr..lr lrrr{r Sunq :re eqt 'teertspleC aql Jo
suolsuerlr aq] Suourc eJeq ue^E 'duup ur s.ta11e pa>loorJ

PuE slEUEr s,rilrc aqt pel{tcar.{\ peq 3o; 11rur.{a.r8 e pue 'dep
luqt rnoqrell eqt l;o ezeerq ou ueaq p(areqJ '8uoe;adooc

]ou ser4. Jer{tea.4a ruupJe]]e) eqt lnq 'uortnlos roelrad y
,(']?ql e^ol slJrc,, 'PrES 

PEr{ retard
puel:; sn1 ,,'tq8quootu e{rT ur{s to8 s,eqs rar{ 1er rsnf,,

iu.{^.orq rry rrqqEd iu.{{orq elBlororlr petletu
' ' 'druua-rp 'd1e,ro1- u.ttoJq ara,r sada raq 'peatsul 'plereura
uB eTrT uea.r8 ro Ees eqt a{q enlq ere.tt sa,{a qeduy dpo;1

.E^uy ol
,tes ot JrtuBruor puu JaAelJ Surqteruos Jo Tuqt or 8ur-t-u

'suapre5 erlt Jo llem lsee-qtnos eql punoJe Suue,toq
ueeq p(aq 'seJnunu uaeug tsBI etp roJ tnq 'esnoq apeoH
er{t tE spunor srq Surqzu eq ot pasoddns su,.lt elf
'er{Jetsnoru sq pue uoour eqt :suelqord o,,nl peq tsoo 

fO

rsooP



Mar.be he could compliment Anya's laugh? Except he'd
never heard her laugh. F{e wasn't very good with jokes.

Joost glanced at his r:eflection in one of the glass panels

set into the double doors that led frorn the house to the side

garden. His mother \.\'as right. Even in his new uniform,
he still looked iike a baby. Gently', he brushed his finger
along his upper lip. If only his moustache u'ould come in. It
definitell' felt thicker than yesterday.

FIe'd been a guard in the staduatcb less than six u,'eeks,

and it u,'asn't nearly as exciting as he'd hoped. He thought
he'd be running dorvn thieves in the Barrel or patrolling
the harbours, getting first look at cargo coming in on the

clocks" But ever since the assassination of that ambassador

at the town hall, the Merchant Council had been grumbling
about securiry so w-here was he? Stuck walking in circles at

some lucky mercher's house. Not just any mercher, though.
Councilman Hoede was about as high placed in Ketterdam
government as a man could be. The kind of man who could
make a career.

Joost adjusted the set of his coat and rifle, then patted
the u-eighted baton at his hip. Maybe I loede w-ould take

a likinq to him. Sharp eyed nnd quick with the cudgel, Hoede
ri or-r1d sx. fhtt fellou' deset'ires a Prlm.ltiln.

"Sergeant JoostVan Poe1," he u.hispered, savouring the
sound of the u.ords. " Captain JoostVan Poel."

"Stop gawking at yourself."

Joost whirled, cheeks going hot as Henk and Rutger
strode into the side garden. They were both older, bigger,

and broader of shoulder than Joost, and they v'ere house

guards, private servants of Councilman Hoede. That meant
they wore his pale green lir.e[i carried fancy rifles frorn
Noryi Zem, and never letJoost forget he was a lowly grunt
from the city rvatch.

"Petting that bit of frzz isn't going to make it grow any

faster," Rutger said with a loud laugh.
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"These doors should be shut and locked at night."
"House is like furnace," Retvenko drau,4ed u'ithout

opening his eyes, his Ravkan accent thick and rolling. "Tell
Hoede I stop su'eating, I close doors."

Rewenkc-, \\,.as a Squaller, older than the other Grisha
indentures, his hair shot through rvith silver. There were

rurnours he'd fought for the losing side in Ravka's cir,'ii u'ar
and had fled to Kerch after the fighting.

"I'd be h"pp.r- to present your complaints to Councilman
FIoede," Joost lied. The house was always overheated, as if
Hoede vrere under obligation to burn coal, butJoost u'asn't

going to be the one to rnention it. "Untjl 1[sn-"
"You bring ner,vs of Yuri?" Rewenko interrupted, finally

opening his hear,'ily hooded eyes.

Joost glanced uneasily at dre bowls of red grapes and

heaps of burgjrndl, velvet on the r.r'orktable. Yuri had been

working on bleeding colour from the fruit into curtains fbr
Mistress lloede, but he'd fallen badly ill a few davs ago, and

Joost hadn't seen him since. Dust had begun to gather on
the velvet, and the grapes ll'ere going bad.

"I haven't heard anything."
"Of course vou hear nothing. Too busv strutting around

in stupid purple uniform."
\\hat u,as u'rong u'ith his uniform? And whv did Rewenko

even have to be here? FIe was Hoede's personal Squaller and

often tfavelled r,r.ith the merchant's rnost precious cargos,

guaranteeing far.ourable winds to bring the ships safely and

quickly to harbour. W'hy couldn't he be away at sea nou'?

"I think Yuri may be quarantined."
"So helpful," Rerv'enko said with a sneer. "You can stop

craning neck like hopeful goose," he added. "Anya is gone."

Joost felt his face heat again. "\.Ahere is she?" he asked,

tn-ing to sound authoritative. "She should be in after dark."
"One hour ago, Hoede takes her. Same as night he came

for Yuri."

A96%

'\\-ttrr.ta, ., -- --,

''-H, ,., :t - ,:"

--". \L,r'. \.: - ' -'
' ' i,"ri
'-\ I rt'. : rr [,lc.-- '

- ];il3.l-"
'' f t-'.r \ -:' '. t'

"' -- :\tEi)l 1r'
'lit.,,lll1t. .: 1" l

F.:r't:k , r'. --
- r',\ 'll' 1., I ,

: the ulOorii'rltl::
"-. tl...."R-

:'-l,rirttr..i -l' '

- -11:lcl't.l'.].:...-

i1- ?',t t,'h.- ---
-' :" hi- tLnii,,t' ' '

- -- ).lllc( irl r'-
' ; .J\\ ihc ).'

''I h:tr'< u"'"'i -
rttinf tu tltc --. '-

. . r'rtice Sountlt-.-,

R.n sttko ri.r . -
'.ir hinqc'. \\'-:
"Gtr :lntl ttt,,^-

,.rl i e cl.

"Thrr \\ trltr \'. ,

:;rrder-r ri a1l.

Hori lottg h,r.i '-
-, ,nrcthirrg lrcttur '

" \ll gttrtr, l: rtt", t
rrc \ ou too l,Lt-r 't - ' 

-

"l iras lskirtr h '

Rutcer .hrok ; '
:rt1 ltltS. \ot h,,"

A



%-e

L. .
(('slsen8 PaJnouoq loN 'sluB,Lras

er/eLII '[e] no 'lsE ](uop no ,, 'pBeq sq ]ooqs re8lnu
(('roop erp tnqs ot rurq 8ur4se sE.!\ I,.

(.ispuer{ Sur4uru Asnq oot no-i rlr
-rg 'no-l\. uaAE 'asno{}uoq erl} ot }.rodar ot e-rB sp-run8 111,.
'pe{se tsoof ,,lpunore eru ,rolloJ ueqt op ol reDeq Surqlaruos

a,req nod l(uoc,, ierer{t Surpuets ueeq erl peg 3uo1 ,tog
'il 8,{\ uJPl r'-

aqt tsure8e Surueel 're3ln6 peJe>lJlus ,,'llr^ tue,r tEr{I..
'Pallr -

o>luelled ,,'Sopqctu,tr eluq 'spuno: :no,,i e{Elrr puB ol..
'1ceq dats E loot rsoof 'ot Suruearu lnoqtrr!\ 'se8urq :rru-

uo Pelqruar] sroop eq] Pue 'puBrl sIrI Pe^8,4A. o{ueilau
'PePunos eJIo\ r _

$rad pue IIEurs.&\oq peteq e11 'eued peuru eqt ol Suuur -.

'pres tsoof ,,'arntueput :nod tsure.Se SuDunoc ErEr{I..
'8ur4rnus -ra11enbg erll,r\ES arl '-

q8norqa'eJro1 er{t uro{ paIJEn perl roop eql ur sauud ssi '
er{t Jo eug dlaq sI{ ul Surcurmbs er.xBr{s 'u;olrun s^n{ LU --

{rnu 8urdr,,n 'ppoc aq se d11:rnb se teeJ srq o} to8 aIJ
'uaprr8 eprs eqt orur palddot pue 'peqseurs sraSuu s.,

Suraeq pro^e ol aruE ur lsn( oE ral lsc-rof 'tnqs peuruuls -rr -

el{l pue tte aqr uI elJJIf, E perlJle o{ue^]a6 (c'mll! plES I..
'eruB{JooP Jr{r -

Surqqr::8 '8unoo1 srq daal ot pelqurer)s tsoof 'sprE \L-Tr.

rsoof peruuBls JrB Jo tsn8 r pue rure uE pasrur o{ua-\la5
((-ePaoll uBrulrf,unoJ lI.,

((',r\ou o11 'rsoof :eJ$JO alur1-rood tdacxa aJ'rr' -
[1r.\\ Juo ou puB']xeu Jq 1[nr 1 'rnuy ,l ou'un.\ ]s.rl-j.

,.-l)3ltr:- 
-

o] popeeu euoeruos,ll {eua8,rarue uE su,tt eJer{l e9 \_L,lt .

)Poob 't .

,,'edu1,,,lrolq 'pooE JoJ sorlsruB,\ rJn_\ 'Ji- .

s.{ep o41 '>lrrs {JBq seruoJ 1-rn1 '1"rn1 r(4 seuror epeolf .

,,'il1IIaJ IJnI i.lJn loJ aurEJ eq, 'ueaur nol op rcul\\.

aruer eq lqSru su au

,,'4JBP re{e ut aQ p[r

'pe1se ar{ ((ieqs $ e

,,'auo8 st ertuy,, 'pa1

dols uec no^,, -reou

i,{ ou Bes tu zfuau aq
pue d1e;es sdrqs ap tt
'so8rec snorcerd lsou
pue relenb5 puosred
o>lue^te6prpftInput

punoJe Suqtn4s rGnq

uo .reqre8 or untaq 1

puz'o8e sdup,u,a; u p
JoJ sursun, CIrln lm-q
ueeq PBrI rrn 'elqq
pue saderE per Jo sI

,(1puy'petdnrralur o:

(._uerP Lqu
]6usEA. fsoof fnq 'po
;r se 'peluaqraao sizu
uBrulr)rmoJ or $urEJ(

Jeltr lrarJ ssB)[ RU rn

eJeA,! eJerlJ 'Je^[E

Bqsrrc rerpo aF

1ea,, 'SurJJor pue I
tnorplll{ PalirBrP

*.rq81u lu



Joost fell into step beside him, insides still churning with
hurniliation. The \4.orst part w-as that Rutger was right.
Retvenko had no business talking to hirn that rvay. But i,r,.hat

was Joost supposed to do? Even if he'd had the courage to
get into a fight ,*,ith a Squalier, it would be like brar,vling
r,r.ith an expensive vase. 'l-he Grisha rr,.eren't just servants;

they u.ere Hoede'.s treasured possessions.

\,\,'l'rat had Rewenko meant about Yuri and Anva being
taken anvway.' Had he treen covering for Anya? Grisha
indentures rvere kept to the house for goorl reason. To u,,alk

the streets without protection \.\,-as to risk getting piucked
up by a slaver and never seen again. Moylte -rhe's rneeting

slrnezne) Joost speculated miserablyr
His thoughts were interrupted bi. the blaze of light

ancl activity down by the boathouse that faced the c:anai.

Across the water he could see other fine nrercher houses,

tall and slender, the tidy gables oi'their rooftops making
a dark silhouette against the night sky, their gardens and

boathouses lit by glou'ing lanterns.
A ferv w-eeks befbre, Joost had been told that Hoede's

boathouse u-ould be undergoing irnprovements and to
strike it fiom his rounds. But ll,hen he and Rutger entered,
he sari' no paint or scaffolding. The gondels and oars had

been pushed up against the walls. The other house guards
were there in their sea-green livery and Joost recognised
two stadz:ntch gtards in purple. But most of the interior was

taken up by a huge box - a kind of freestanding cell that
looked as if it was made from reinforced steel, its seams

thick w-ith rivets, a huge u.indow embedded in one of its
u.alls. The glass had a warT fsn1, and through it, Joost
could see a girl seated at a table, clutching her red silks
tisht around her. Behind her, a stadwntch guard stood at
attentlon.

Anya, Joost realised with a start. ller brown eyes were
u,'ide and frightened, her skin pale. The little bo1, sittrng
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"She can't see you, moron," laughed Rutger. "The glass
is mirrored on the other side."

Joost's cheeks pinked. "How w'as I to know that?"
"Open your eyes and pav attention for once."
Fit'st Yuri, now Anyn. "\A/hy do the.v need a Grisha Healer?

Is that bo_v injured?"
"He looks fine to me."
The captain and Hoede seemed to reach some kind of

agreement.
Through the glass, Joost sar,v Hoede enter the cell and

give the boy an encouraging pat. There must have been
vents in the cell because he heard Hoede say, "Be a brave
lad, and there's a few krtr,ge in it for you." Then he grabbed
Anva's chin with a liver-spotted hand. She tensed, and

Joost's gut tightened. Hoede gave Anva's head a little shake.

"Do as you're told, and this will soon be over, ja?"
She gave a small, tight smile. "Of course, Onkle."
Hoede whispered a few words to the guard behind Arya,

then stepped out. The door shut with a loud clang, and
Hoede slid a heary lock into place.

Hoede and the other merchant took positions almost
directh- in front ofJoost and Rutger.

The merchant Joost didn't know said, "You're sure this
is r.r ise.- This giri is a Corporalnik. After what happened to
r-our Fabri[216r-"

"If it u,as Rewenko, I'd be worried. But Anya has a sweet
disposition. She's a Healer. Not prone ro aggression."

"And you've lowered the dose?"
"Yes, but we're agreed that if we have the same results as

the Fabrikator, the Council will compensate mel I can't be
asked to bear that expense."

\A,'hen the merchant nodded, Hoede signalled to the
captain. "Proceed."

The same resuhs ns the Fnbrikator Rewenko claimed Yuri
had vanished. Was that what he'd meant?
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unmarked. "\Aras that n

-
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r\nva tapped him on the nose. "Of a sort. The same magic
your own bodyworks when given time and a bit of bandage."

The boi. looked almost disappointed.
"Good, good," Hoede said impatiently. "Now the pnrent.."

Joost frowned. He'd never heard that u,-ord.

The captain signalled to his sergeant. "Second sequence."
"Put out your arm," the sergeant said to the boy once

agaln.
The boy shook his head. "I don't like that part."
"Do it."
The bo1.'s lorver lip quivered, but he put out his arm, The

guard cut him once more. Then he placed a small \,'ax paper
envelope on the table in front of Anya.

"Srvallou,- the contents of the packet," F{oede instructed
,\ryr.

"W'hat is it?" she asked, voice trembling.
"'lhat isn't your concern."
"'flhtrt is it?" she r:epeated.

"It's not going to kill you. W-e're going to ask you to
perform some simple tasks to judge the drug's effects. The
-sergeant rs there to make sure you do only lvhat vou're told
and no more. understood?"

Her jau se t. but she nodded.
"No one rvill harm you," said Hoede. "But rernember, if

\.ou hurt the sergeant. vou have no way out of that cell. The
doors are locked from the outside."

"What is that sruff.)" whisperedJoost.
"Don't know," said Rutqer.
"W'hat do you know?" he muttered.
"Enough to keep my trap shut."

Joost scowled.
Mrith shaking hands, Anya lifted the littie wax envelope

and opened the flap.
"Go on," said Hoede.
She tipped her head back and swallowed the powder. For

A9 D%

a moment she sat saitil
"Is it jrstjurda?' she'a.

hoping, too. Jw-dt s-'as nl

in the sttduatcb cheu-ed

"\\/hat does it taste lil
"Ltke jarda but ss-eett

Anr,-a inhaled sharph

pupils dilating enoush
*Ohhh," she said, sighir

The guard tightened )

"FIow do you fieeli-
She stared at the min

through her s'hite te eth-

cold.

Just as it rras wifr
merchant.

"Heal the boy,- Hoec
She u.arcd her hand

dismissive, and the cut
The blood lifted briert
then vanished. His slin
of blood or redness sr

definitelv mal'ic.-
*Itfeels like macic-- -l
-She didnt touch hin
*-\m-a,' said Hoede.

the guard to perform fr
"-\'Imm," hummed -\
"Sergeant," said Hoe
The bov hosled and

hands beneath his less r

I should stop rhs, -Ioost
bn: both of them. But w
the stnda'atch, nes- to d
burst of shame. I ;'tnt i

^
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